
 
   
  
Kia ora e te whanau  
  
Thank you for your continued support of the school and our students during this extraordinary time as we all come to 
terms of the implications of COVID-19. This newsletter will hopefully give you the most up to date information about the 
actions we are taking as a school to ensure the health and wellbeing of our staff, students and wider whanau.   
  
We are endeavouring to keep our school calendar as up to date as we can. Events that are still happening at this stage are 
in BLACK. Events that are cancelled are in RED. Events that are in TEAL may or may not be happening, the risk of these 
events still need to be assessed.   
  
Sports and Field Trips  
 
Rebecca Scott, Regional Sports Director at Taranaki Secondary School Sports Association announced on Tuesday 
afternoon (17 March) that all Taranaki Secondary Schools Sports Association (TSSSA) events are suspended until the end 
of Term 1, 2020. This follows the New Zealand Government announcement this week banning large gatherings and events 
and is consistent with the announcement made by School Sport NZ to suspend the National School Sport Calendar until 6 
April. Individual sports associations are currently discussing the viability of their competitions. I am sure many of these 
associations will update us in the next few days.   
 
What these restrictions mean for us as a school is the cancellation or postponement of the following events:  
 
• 11GEO – Farm Trip  

• Women in Leadership  

• Central Field Days  

• Y10 Social Studies  

• 12GEO - New Plymouth Trip  

• 13GEO – South Taranaki Coastal Trip  

• GRIP Leadership  

• 11HIS – Wellington Trip  

• Relay for Life  

• Orchestra Day  

• Volleyball Tournament  

• All TSSSA events for the remainder of Term 1. This will be reviewed during the holidays.  

  
All our other local field trips at this stage will still be going ahead. All school sports trainings are cancelled until April. This 
situation will be assessed on 30 March 2020.   
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Student attendance   
   
The Ministry of Education has given us the following guidelines: 
There’s a simple rule here – if students are unwell (whether or not their illness relates to COVID-19) they should stay at 
home. Students who are not unwell should continue to attend school. While we are seeing large-scale school shutdowns 
elsewhere in the world, in New Zealand we still have no community transmission. Consequently, any decisions about 
school closures will be made on a case by case basis. In the meantime, unless students are unwell themselves, then parents 
should keep sending them to schools as these environments continue to be safe and the best place for them to continue 
their learning. Schools will continue to be provided with the latest information and guidance from the Ministries of 
Education and Health, so that Principals and Boards can make well-informed decisions based on their particular 
circumstances.  
    
Home technology capabilities  
 
You may have heard in the media in the last couple of days that the Ministry of Education is working closely with schools 
to determine the capability of each community to switch learning from face to face to digital platforms. On Thursday 
morning, we will run an extended form time to allow all students to complete a survey so that we have an accurate picture 
of what our students have access to.  Students will be asked the following questions specific to technology. Please have a 
conversation with your student around how they should answer these questions. 
  

• Do you have an internet connection at home? 

• What type of internet connection do you have at home? (Unlimited/Capped, if capped they will be asked 

approximately how many GB per month). 

• Do you think your internet connection is sufficient to cope with the extra demands of completing your school work? 

• Do you have a device other than a phone you can do schoolwork on at home (tablet, laptop, PC)?  

• If you said YES to the previous question. Do you need to share your device with others in the family?  

• Can you access your school email at home?  

• Can you access your Onedrive at home?  

• Can you access your Onenote at home?  

• Can you access Teams at home?  

• What do you think the barriers will be for you to complete your learning digitally at home?  

  
They will also be asked personal questions.  
  
• Name  

• Home email  

• Year level  

• Form Class  

• Which learning class are you in? (Year 9 and 10 students only)  

  
Please note that we are conducting this survey for planning purposes only. As mentioned earlier in the newsletter, the 
advice at the moment is that students attend school unless they are feeling unwell.   
  
Thank you for your continued support during this difficult time.  
  
Nga mihi  
Rachel Williams 
Principal  
  
 Useful information on COVID-19 can be found on the Government’s new website: https://covid19.govt.nz/ 

https://covid19.govt.nz/

