
 
   

  
Kia ora e te whanau  

 

Term One is halfway through and now is a good time to reflect on our start of the year. This year we decided to begin 
differently and have students in their form classes all day for the first week of the year. The focus for these days was around 
forming or reforming relationships, setting goals for 2020, acquiring necessary skills to be successful at school this year and 
reconnecting with our school values. Students have now been in their learning classes for the last four weeks with several 
classes already starting assessments. Activities outside the classroom have also started for students including sports, 
lunchtime recreation activities and cultural activities. Please encourage your student to get involved in these as it will add 
to their experience at high school.   
  
We have had the privilege of meeting many of you at either the whole school BBQ or the Year 9 whanau meetings. It has 
been great making the link between school and home. We also had a good number of parents attend Swimming Sports 
despite the poor weather, and we are hoping we get a good turnout for Athletics next week- as well as for better weather.   
  
I would personally like to thank everyone who has taken the time to attend the community consultation meetings on the 
future schooling provision in Hawera. Following these meetings, a survey will be created which will be available later this 
term for either individual or group submissions. I urge you to get involved in this consultation process so that we can ensure 
we have the best education provisions available for the wonderful students in our district.   
  
Many of you have taken the time to come to school or driven past and have seen that the school landscape has changed 
significantly. The Hall, Laurenson, Deans, Boiler House and Kiln have now all been removed. We are currently liaising with 
the contractors around the reinstatement of this area - most of which will be grassed. Our students have coped particularly 
well given the limited space they have had on offer this year. We hope that they enjoy this new space once it is transformed 
into a central courtyard. Some of our talented Year 12 students are currently working on designs and ideas for this area, 
and we are looking forward to working with them and the PTA to make this project come to fruition.   
  
On Tuesday at our whole school assembly we acknowledged students that did particularly well in their studies last year. It 
was great to see an increased number of Year 11, 12 and 13 students gaining Excellence endorsements in 2019. We also 
saw an increase in the number of students gaining Merit endorsements at Level 2 and 3. At this assembly we presented our 
prefects with their badges. I am looking forward to working alongside the 2020 prefects as they grow their leadership skills. 
Thank you to all those that came to help us celebrate the successes of our students, and for those that attended I am sure 
you will agree with me that the Year 13 Prefects did a fantastic job of running the assembly.   
  
Summer sports have started, and we have had good numbers sign up and represent the school. Winter sports are just 
around the corner so students need to keep an ear out to the notices about musters and trials. Students should remember 
that in order to represent the school this year for sports and cultural activities, they must have over 80% attendance and 
have less than 10 pastoral entries per term. Parents and students can monitor this through parent portal or by contacting 
the Deans.   
  
Once again, a huge congratulations to all our students who were acknowledged at the whole school assembly this week in 
the academic, sporting and leadership fields. We look forward to sharing future successes of our students with you all.  
 
Kia kaha, te awhina  - Strength through caring   
 
Rachel Williams - Principal   
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Start time  
 

Just a reminder that school is starting at 8.45am this year. Students should arrive at school prior to 8.45 so that they can 
head straight to their form time when the bell rings.  
 
Absenteeism 
 

If your student is absent from school, you can ring the school on 278 4145 or text the school cell phone 027 204 6628. This 
phone is monitored before school and throughout the day. Tracey Hardy our student support officer monitors this phone 
and is also happy to take phone calls.  
  
The office staff will clear any messages before form time at 8.45am. If students are absent from form class and you have 
not let us know then the form teacher will text you from the school system to let you know.   
  
It is imperative that students attend school on a regular basis. The research is very clear, students who attend school on a 
regular basis have increased educational outcomes.   
  

Uniform Reminder 

 

A reminder to parents that students’ shoes must be either black sandals, or black leather lace up shoes. No shoes with 
white soles please. Also, we do not allow hoodies at school.  
 
If you need any assistance sourcing the correct uniform items, please contact the school office to discuss. 
 

Assembly to Celebrate Success 

 
This week as previously mentioned, many of our students were recognized for academic achievement in NCEA, in their 
various sporting arenas, an in everyday school life. The final members of our student leadership team were formally 
announced. Congratulations to the following prefects who join our Head Students as the 2020 Student Leadership Team: 
 
Gold House Captains:  Linaya Wereta and Michael Hipp 
Deputy House Captains:  Kirstyn Collins and Jono Gous 
 
Red House Captains:      Tara Butler and Luka Kamana 
Deputy House Captains: Parayse Butler and Mason Fleming  
 
Green House Captains: Sam Harvie and Hamish Pittams 
Deputy House Captains:  Charlee Poingdestre and Jack Fowler 
 
Blue House Captains: Maddie Cossey and Troy Fowler 
Deputy House Captains: Mya Watkins and William van Kerssen 
 
Environmental:  Becky Broughton and Oliver Arnold 
Student Council:  Olivia Crawshaw, Tarryn Ogle, Kirsten Booker 
Achievement Leaders: Madison Arthur, Nina Devlin, Hannah Bray 
Cultural:   Tannah Ratahi-Smith, Abraham Napitupulu 
SADD:   Alisha Wester  
 
 

Centenary badges still available 

 

Our limited-edition Centenary badges are still available for purchase. Any 
remaining badges sold this year will see funds raised go to the Cancer Society 
as part of our Relay for Life goal to raise $5,000. 
 
Badges are available at the school office for $10. Limited stock. 

 

 



 

 

St John’s Cadet of the Year 

 

Joshua Hobman (Year 11) has been selected as St John's Taranaki’s 
District Cadet of the Year for 2020.   
 
Joshua is a Youth Sergeant from Hawera Youth Division and has been a 
member of St John for 10 years.   
 
On announcing Joshua’s appointment, Daniel McDowell, Regional Youth 
Manager. Central Region has this to say… 
 
Joshua was a strong applicant for the role. He displayed good strategic 
thinking and leadership abilities and was able to think about the bigger 
picture of St John Youth in Taranaki.  
 
Photo is of Joshua and Knight of the Order Mr. Rex Wheeler. 
 
If you are interested in finding out more about the work of St John, and 
how you or your family can be involved, please get in touch with the local 
branch. 

 

Parent Portal 

 
Parent Portal is a secure online portal that allows you to see information held by us about your student. This includes 
progress reports, attendance, NCEA grades, class engagement grades, and personal details.  
 
It also includes financial information such as what you have been charged for, and what has been paid. Receipts for 
payments can be accessed directly on parent portal and where possible, we encourage you to use this facility to reduce our 
office printing costs.  
 
The portal link can be found on our school website – www.hawerahs.school.nz  in the top banner (look for the orange 
people). If you have not yet used the portal, and / or need assistance logging in, please contact the school office for details. 
 
You can also find daily notices on our school website. There is a ‘Notice Board’ quick link in the top banner which takes you 
to the daily notices. Our website is the home of our core information, while Facebook is used to share activities and day to 
day events around school. Each Friday we share a ‘What’s on Next Week’ post, which is also emailed to caregivers. Please 
make sure we have your correct email address on file by either contacting the office or checking your parent portal 
information.  

 

Whanau meetings 

 
Our Year 9 Learning classes have hosted class whanau meetings recently, showcasing their learning to parents and 
caregivers. Thank you to those who have been able to attend these. 
 

 

Homestay Hosts Required  
  

Homestays are required for International students attending Hawera High School.   

 

This is a great opportunity for your family to host a student from another country, experience another 

culture, and could be the start of a long term International friendship.  

 

Homestay hosts are paid.   

 

If this is something that would interest your family, please contact us to 

discuss:  enquiries@hawerahs.school.nz or phone 06 278 4145 

 

http://www.hawerahs.school.nz/
mailto:enquiries@hawerahs.school.nz

